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Track Oregon hunting bills at www.oregonhunters.org

 As the 2015 Legislative Session ca-
reens toward its proposed June 30 dead-
line to adjourn, several key issues and 
bills still hang in suspense. The number 
one final issue is the ODFW budget as it 
relates to the proposed fee increase for 
hunters and anglers. 
ODFW Fee Increase
 The discussions on the 
proposed ODFW fee increase 
(SB 247) for those who hunt 
and fish have been assigned to a work-
group headed by Rep. Rayfield, Co-Chair 
of the Ways and Means Subcommittee 
on Natural Resources. This workgroup, 
made up of many ODFW user groups, 
has met twice, and at the second meeting, 
Rep. Rayfield presented a “compromise 
package” for the fee increase. 
 The new fee increase that was an-
nounced at the workgroup includes these 
points:
• No cuts to the Mule 
Deer Initiative program
• Lessen license fee increases with an 
additional $2 million in general funds to 
the agency.
• This will become a six-year fee bill 
with provisions to keep fees at a four-
year level if other revenue sources are 
identified.
• The lower Deschutes River Ranch land 
acquisition will be funded.
• No cuts to district fish and wildlife staff.
• HB 2402 will be funded for a task force 
to look at additional revenue sources.
ODFW Commission Nominees
 After many weeks of debate, con-
troversy and countless meetings with 
ODFW user group representatives, the 
two candidates for the ODFW Com-
mission seats in District 1 and District 
2, Bruce Buckmaster and Jason Atkin-

son, appeared before the Senate Rules 
Committee to discuss their respective 
qualifications for the two positions on 
the Commission.
 The Senate Rules Committee sent the 
Buckmaster and Atkinson nominations to 
the floor of the Senate for a vote, where 
both candidates were approved. It moved 
to a later date the re-nomination hearings 
for ODFW Commission Chair Michael 
Finley and ODFW Commission member 
Holly Akenson. 
House Bills 
Battery-Powered Scopes
 HB 2049 – Authorizes a hunter who 
possesses a visually impaired hunter 
license to use battery-powered scoping 
devices, pin sight lights and laser sighting 
devices to hunt.
Comment: OHA opposed this bill be-
cause it introduced “high-tech” hardware, 
for hunting into Oregon and made it legal. 
If the legislature is to approve the intro-
duction of “high-tech” hunting hardware 
then we need to look at the “universe of 
high-tech hunting hardware” and the ef-
fect it will have on Oregon’s deer and elk 
populations. OHA was lobbied very hard 
to support this bill, but continued to op-
pose it. Others opposed to the bill include 
the Traditional Archers of Oregon (TAO). 
Status Update: This bill had a “courtesy 
hearing” in late May. The bill has died in 
committee.
Drone Ban for Hunting and Fishing 
 HB 2534 – Directs ODFW to adopt 
rules prohibiting use of drones for an-
gling or hunting.
Comment: This bill passed the House 
Chamber with 59 yes votes and one ex-
cused vote. It passed the Senate 30 to 0. 
It is one of the OHA priority bills and one 
that will serve future hunting generations 

with the preservation of fair chase.
Status Update: Passed House and the 
Senate. The Governor has signed the bill, 
and it becomes effective Jan. 1, 2016. 
Wild Bird Feed Excise Tax
 HB 2401 – Creates an excise tax on 
wild bird feed. The tax would go to the 
establishment of a Greater Sage Grouse 
Conservation Fund and the Wild Bird 
Conservation Fund.
Comment: A group of lobbyists formed a 
coalition to aid in getting this bill passed. 
Status Update: This bill has died in com-
mittee. However, there may be an effort 
to “gut and stuff” the bill into another bill 
in another committee.
Task Force on ODFW Funding
 HB 2402 – Establishes a Task Force 
on Department of Fish and Wildlife 
funding. This is a bill from the office of 
the Governor and provides for the estab-
lishment of a task force to identify and 
recommend potential alternative funding 
sources for ODFW, including the sale of 
recreational outdoor equipment, cloth-
ing or related goods; contributions from 
businesses and other organizations to 
support the protection and preservation 
of nongame wildlife and their habitat.
Status Update: This bill is now in Ways 
and Means and has become part of the 
final budget package for ODFW. There 
is a tremendous amount of interest to see 
this Task Force implemented by both user 
groups and legislators. 
Senate Bills 
Universal Background Checks
SB 941 – Universal background checks 
bill.
Status Update: Despite controversy 
and fierce opposition, the bill passed the 
Senate, passed the House, and has been 
signed by the Governor. 

Background check bill passes; ODFW fee increase hangs in balance



OUTDOOR 
OUTLOOK

MAY 30
OHA Umpqua Chapter banquet,

 (541) 580-4995;
OHA chapter youth days:

Bend 541-388-7337
Rogue Valley 541-773-1587

Capitol/EE Wilson 503-580-8713

MAY 31
Turkey, spring bear seasons close

JUNE 6
OHA Josephine County youth & family event, 

541-846-7437;
OHA Capitol Chapter Youth Shotgun Clinic 

541-996-9984;
OHA Bend Chapter Flymon thinning 

541-330-0140;
OHA Klamath weekend guzzler camp 

541-591-2452

JUNE 7
OHA Capitol Chapter Sporting Clays Shoot, 

541-996-9984

JUNE 12
OHA Hoodview White River weekend project 

503-834-2351;
OHA Pioneer Chapter weekend campout 

503-710-1233;
OHA Capitol Chapter weekend aspen 

project 503-769-6099

JUNE 19
Multi-chapter Derr Meadow weekend 

project 541-330-0140;
OHA Tioga Chapter youth outdoor education 

family camp weekend 541-267-2577

JUNE 20
Controlled hunt results available;
Klamath Youth Day, 541-591-2452

JUNE 27
OHA Lake County youth & family event 

541-417-0042

JUNE 26-27
Oregon Assoc. of Taxidermists Show,

Prineville, public welcome, 541-306-0462
oregonassociationoftaxidermists.com

Did you know? If OHA’s members formed one 
community, we would have a daily newspaper, 
a Class 5A high school and, no doubt, state 
champion archery and trap shooting teams!

OHA News & Views
State Convention breaks 
record for Access & 
Habitat combo auction
 The 2015 Access and Habitat Deer 
and Elk Combo tags sold for a record 
$68,000 at OHA’s 33rd Annual State 
Convention on 
May 17 at Chi-
nook Winds 
Casino in Lin-
coln City.
 Other high-
lights of the 
event, hosted 
by the Lincoln 
County Chap-
ter, included 
the ever-pop-
ular  Nos ler 
Rifle and Les Schwab Rifle raffles and 
a new Benchmade Steep Country Raffle 
wherein guests bought Steep Country 
Knives for a chance to win a great gun. 
Watch oregon Hunter magazine’s July/
August issue for the full story.

OHA holds its annual 
Hart Mountain project
 OHA’s Klamath Chapter held its an-
nual Hart Mountain project the weekend 
of May 16. Volunteers moved a portion 
of the buck and rail fence and built the 
remaining section to the green gate. They 
installed new fire pits in every camp-
ground. About 30 members attended, 
including some from other chapters. 

OHA’s Hedge Jarvis is 
first Oregon instructor 
in International Hunter 
Education Hall of Fame
92 instructors in Oregon’s new Hall 
of Fame for 20-plus years of service

 OHA Umpqua Chapter member 
Hedge Jarvis of Winchester became the 
state’s first hunter education instructor to 
be inducted into the International Hunter 
Education-USA Vol-
unteer Hall of Fame 
during a ceremony 
on May 21 in Des 
Moines, Iowa.
 Jarvis, 77, has 
been teaching hunter 
education in Oregon 
for more than 32 
years and has certi-
fied more than 1,665 students. He is a 
former OHA state board member.
 Jarvis is so well liked that he often 
finds himself teaching the children and 
even grandchildren of former students. 
 For names of the 92 instructors in 
Oregon’s Hunter Education Instructor 
Hall of Fame, visit http://dfw.state.or.us/
news/2015/may/051415c.asp

Find great stories like these on 
OHA’s Facebook page and follow 
us on Twitter. Check out the day’s 
Hunting Headlines on our website: 

www.oregonhunters.org
Find more Hart Mountain project photos at 
www.facebook.com/KlamathChapterOHA
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